Claybanks Township

April 9, 2012

MEETING MINUTES

The regular meeting of Claybanks Township was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Supervisor Richard Smith with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Members present:  Pankow, Freye, Rabe, Eilers and Smith.

Agenda Additions – New Business B)  Fire Millage

Minutes
(A)  David Rabe made a motion to approve the March 12, 2012 Budget Hearing minutes.  Seconded by Ed Pankow.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

(B) David Rabe made a motion to approve the March 12, 2012 regular meeting minutes.  Seconded by Brenda Eilers.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Accounts Payable

(A) Amend the 2011/2012 Budget – Brenda Eilers made a motion to transfer $84.29 from General Operating Expenses to the Election Commission in the 2011/2012 budget.  Seconded by Ed Pankow.  Smith, yes; Eilers, yes; Pankow, yes; Freye, yes; Rabe, yes.  Motion carried.
(B) Approve Payables  - General Fund – Add check # 7703 for $250.00 payable to Manistee CD Fiduciary for the HHW Program.  New General Fund total - $6,582.06.  David Rabe made a motion to approve the General Fund payables in the amount of $6,582.06 and the Park Fund payables in the amount of $96.48.  Seconded by Ed Pankow.  Pankow, yes; Eilers, yes; Smith, yes; Freye, yes; Rabe, yes.  Motion carried.

Correspondence – Miscellaneous correspondence was reviewed.
Public Comment – An individual from the Wave Rave jet ski group was present at the meeting and advised the board that the group was planning on camping at the park on August 16, 17 and 18.  He wanted to be aware of any concerns the board has had so that he could pass that on to their group.  He was advised there was concern about all the gas cans on the beach last summer.  They were asked to stay south of the south steps, to avoid the swimming area, and to respect the fact that the park is a family, alcohol free park.
Reports

(A) Financial – General Fund $150,617.72; Park $25,117.33; Fire - $45,462.32; Road Improvement - $0.00.

(B) Zoning Administrator – Issued three permits.  
(C) Planning Commission – After this month’s meeting, the Planning Commission will have two things for the board to look at; a mass gathering ordinance suggestion and a paperwork draft for submittal to get flood insurance.
(D) Cemetery Committee – Report given by Carol Royalty.  The committee is concerned that the cemeteries may need to be mowed before clean-up day, which is scheduled for April 28 with a rain date of May 5.  A new flag was purchased for Flower Creek Cemetery.

(E) Clerk Report – The clerk’s computer was repaired at the Computer Refinery.  Software updates were performed.  More RAM and a graphics card were also added.  The computer is running much better.  New e-mails have been set up for the supervisor, treasurer and clerk through the township website.  These e-mails are part of our existing website contract at no additional cost to the township.  The new addresses are supervisor@claybankstownship.org, treasurer@claybankstownship.org, and clerk@claybankstownship.org.  Our old e-mail will be continued for a few more weeks to give people time to change their contact list, then it will be canceled.
Unfinished Business

(A)  Grant Township Fire Protection Agreement – Grant Township accepted our counter-offer to their proposed fire protection rates.  They submitted a revised Fire Protection Agreement with the following rates: 2012/2013 – $33,000.00; 2013/2014 - $34,000.00; 2014/2015 - $35,000.00; and 2015/2016 $36,000.00.  Brenda Eilers made a motion to accept the revised Fire Protection Agreement submitted by Grant Township.  Seconded by Ed Pankow.  Rabe, yes; Smith, yes; Freye, yes; Eilers, yes; Pankow, yes.  Motion carried.
(B) Assessor’s Contract – Jim Pease has accepted and signed the contract.
(C) Road Brining – After the March board meeting information was received from White Truck Lines regarding the content of brine vs. the cost and which type was the best to apply.  The board reviewed this information and decided to stay with D&B, who were chosen at the March, 2012 meeting.  The Road Commission will be advised of our choice.
New Business

(A) Amend Cemetery Ordinance per Cemetery Committee Recommendation – At their February 20, 2012 meeting, the Cemetery Committee voted to recommend amending the Cemetery Ordinance Section 7-F to allow single grave markers to be 28 inches in height and double grave markers to be 36 inches in height.  Single or double markers shall not exceed 48 inches in width.  David Rabe made a motion to adopt the Cemetery Committee’s recommendation to amend the Cemetery Ordinance Section 7-F and allow single markers to be 36 inches in height, double markers to be 36 inches in height, both not to exceed 48 inches in width.  Seconded by Ed Pankow.  Pankow, yes; Eilers, yes; Smith, yes; Freye, yes; Rabe, yes.  Motion carried.
(B) Fire Millage – The township’s fire millage will expire in August.  In consideration of the revised Fire Protection Agreement rates, the board felt that we should only ask for a renewal of the fire millage for a four year period.  Some money from the General Fund would eventually need to be allocated to subsidize this, as the millage will not completely cover the cost.  We could then re-evaluate the millage at the end of the four year period based on the Fire Protection Agreement rates in 2016.  A formal motion with proper ballot language will be made at the May 14, 2012 regular meeting.
Supervisor Comments – Dick Smith received a notice from the Oceana County Equalization Dept. stating that they will be doing a Graphical Information System (GIS) parcel map upgrade.  The cost of doing this project for Claybanks Township is $1,182.22 and they want the township to agree to pay half of the cost.  David Rabe made a motion to pay half the cost for the GIS parcel map upgrade.  Seconded by Mary Freye.  Rabe, yes; Freye, yes; Eilers, yes; Smith, yes; Pankow, yes.  Motion carried.
Dick has also been working on final details for a new office building at the park.  He had a picture of a proposed building with a 4 foot overhang on the front to show the board.  Park Manger Jack Spitler was present at the meeting and asked if windows could be installed on all four sides to give the managers full view of the park while conducting business in the office.  The board was in agreement that this style building would be an nice upgrade for the park.  Dick will pursue final costs based on this information and bring them to the May regular meeting.

Adjournment:  8:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary A. Freye 
